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asar. He lived in the 8th Century A.D. for more
than 80 years. He was a Vellala by birth. He
became a devout Jain monk at first. He had a
severe stomach-ache which could not be cur^d by
the Jains. He sought the help of his sister
Thilakavathiar who was a devout Saivite. she
advised him to pray to Lord Siva. He sang hymns
in praise of Siva and it is said his stomach-ache
was cured. He had studied the Vedas. He cured
Mahendra Vannan, the Pallava King, of his
disease and converted him from Jainism to
Saivaism.

Appar visited hundreds of Siva temples in Tamil
Nadu and sang hymns in praise of the presiding
deities. Some of the Nayanmars and Sambandar
were his contemporaries and he has sung about
them also. In one of his verses he has sung that
Siva has Vishnu as part of him on the right side.

THIRUGNANA SAMBANDAR : He attained
enlightenment at the age of three and started
singing hymns. His father took him to more than
200 Siva temples about which he has sung in his
hymns. By miraculously curing the disease of
Nedumaran, the Pandian King, Sambandar
converted him from Jainism to Saivaism. His life
also had a miraculous end. At the age of 16 Sam-
bandar got married and went to the Siva temple at
Thirupuramkuntram near Madurai with his bride.
He prayed for Moksha and it is said that Moksha
was at cnce granted to him and to his wife.

SUNDARAMOORTHI : He lived in the 8th
Century A.D. He became a devotee of Siva at the
age of 16, visited Siva temples and sang hymns
about them. Once he became blind but later he
was cured by divine grace. He was a friend of
Chera King, Cheraman Perumal and the Pallava